
   
 

 

 

 

 

  
    

 
 

 

About us 

➔ At Animal Free Research UK, we support scientists to transition from animal-based to human-specific 

medical research techniques, such as computer modelling and the advanced use of human cells and 

tissues.  

 

➔ We work with parliamentarians across the political spectrum to accelerate the replacement of animal 

experiments with these modern approaches, which provide results that are much more relevant to 

human patients. 

 

➔ We’re a registered charity, funded primarily through donations and legacies from generous members of 

the public. 

 

Supporting scientists 

➔ Since 1970, we have awarded £11.5 million in grants to fund 300 pioneering medical research projects 

into diseases including cancer, diabetes and dementia. 

 

➔ This has resulted in exciting breakthroughs. A recent example is Professor Chris Denning at the 

University of Nottingham, who helped develop a human heart stem cell model that, when combined 

with computer modelling, can predict drug safety with 93% accuracy, significantly outperforming 

animal tests. 

 

➔ In 2024, we launched the Centre for Human Specific Research to provide practical support to the 

biomedical research community across academia and industry. The Centre aims to drive the 

acceleration of new treatments for human disease through the adoption of human-specific research. It 

supports the research community through grants and funding, collaboration and community building, 

research tools and resources, and awareness and outreach. 

Engaging with policymakers 

➔ Working closely with our network of expert scientists, we provide briefing information and facilitate 

visits to labs where parliamentarians can witness cutting-edge science first-hand.  

 

➔ We have Animal Replacement Centres of Excellence at Queen Mary University of London, the 

University of Exeter, and the University of Aberdeen and can also arrange for visits to other locations. 

 

➔ We provide secretariat support for the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Phasing Out Animal 

Experiments in Medical Research.  

 

Animal Free Research UK 

https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/success-stories/
https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/project/minihearts/
https://humanspecificresearch.org/
https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/project/understanding-the-spread-of-cancer/
https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/project/uncovering-new-approaches-to-treat-diabetic-kidney-disease/
https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/project/aberdeen-arc/
https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/appg/
https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/appg/


   
 

 

 

 

 

➔ Our key policy recommendation is for Herbie’s Law. Named after a rescued beagle, this would provide a 

practical framework for phasing out animal testing over the next decade, supporting the scientific 

community with the transition. 

 

How you can help: actions for parliamentarians 

➔ If you haven’t already, join the list of over 190 MPs and peers who have supported Herbie’s Law and urge 

the Government to introduce this without delay. Please email Isobel to join the list of Herbie’s Law 

supporters (contact details below). 

 

➔ Join the APPG on Phasing Out Animal Experiments in Medical Research as a Member.   

 

➔ Table written or oral questions on this topic or apply for a debate (we can assist with drafting and 

provide briefing information).   

 

➔ Meet with us to discuss further opportunities for working together – we have an exciting programme of 

events and initiatives planned.  

 

 

 

Contact details and further information 

➔ For more information or to arrange a short meeting, please contact Isobel Martin, our Public 

Affairs Director (isobel@animalfreeresearchuk.org; 07935 854 231) 

 

 

A registered charity in England and Wales (No. 1146896) and Scotland (No. SC045327)   
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https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Herbies-Law-Policy-Briefing.pdf
https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/supporting-herbies-law/
https://www.animalfreeresearchuk.org/appg/
mailto:isobel@animalfreeresearchuk.org

