
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Background 

➔ On 13 August 2026, the Home Office published ‘non-technical summaries’ of the animal 

experiment licences that it granted between April-June 2026. These will be carried out in 

British laboratories over the coming years.  

 

Key statistics   

➔ Despite the Government’s manifesto commitment to work towards phasing out animal 

testing, between April-June 2026, 1,425,610 animals were approved to be used 

in 119  projects over the next five years. This includes over 927,000 mice, over 436,000 fish and 

over 9,000 frogs. In 2026 so far, 2,676,297 animals have been approved across 209 licences for 

use in experiments over the next 5 years. 

 

Examples of licensed experiments   

➔ In eight separate projects studying the cardiovascular system using almost 44,000 animals 

(mice, rats, sheep, guinea pigs and rabbits)1-8, heart attack, hypertension, aneurism or stroke 

will be induced through open chest surgery, surgically closing/blocking arteries, genetic 

modification, or by administering drugs. Many projects contain severe and invasive procedures 

that will cause significant harm, suffering and increased risk of death. In one project1, up to 

80% of mice in aneurism studies are expected to die suddenly. 

➔ In a project studying traumatic brain injury9, mice under anaesthesia will be given a single or 

repeated mild impact to the head from a mechanical device. Behavioural testing such as mazes 

or recognising objects may then be used to test effects on cognitive and emotional state. 

Symptoms such as reduced breathing, difficulty recovering from anaesthesia and behavioural 

changes (self-isolation, reduced movement) will often be seen. 

➔ In a project using 7000 mice to study muscle weakness10, symptoms will be induced through 

genetic modification or drug administration and include muscle loss, curvature of the spine or 

inability to open the eyes. Muscle strength will be tested by pulling their tail or setting mice on a 

rotating rod to see how long they can run for. Differences in overall anatomy and muscle fibre 

structure between animals and humans mean that the results can’t be reliably translated to 

people. Instead, human-specific models, such as those developed by Animal Free Research 

UK-funded researcher Dr Livia Rocha dos Santos could replace some types of muscle studies 

in animals and provide more useful insights into human disease. 
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➔ In a project studying malaria11, 650 mice will be infected, and many will become severely unwell 

over a 3-week period. Vital organs will stop working normally, causing increased breathing rate, 

and difficulty eating and moving. In some cases, drugs may be given to see if they help the 

mouse recover from the infection, which would mean the experiment could continue even 

longer. 

 

Failings in the licensing regime   

➔ The use of animals in experiments is governed by the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986. 

This states (Section 2A) that scientifically satisfactory non-animal methods must be 

used wherever possible, but there is a system-wide failure to uphold this basic legal 

requirement (as highlighted in an expert report commissioned by the National Centre for the 

Replacement, Refinement and Reduction of Animals in Research).Applications for project 

licences to conduct animal experiments are very rarely refused. Answers to Written 

Questions indicate that between 2018-2026, only one licence application was rejected12. The 

Home Office has confirmed that ‘there is no limit to the number of revisions and resubmissions 

that can be made’, meaning applications can be repeatedly amended and resubmitted until 

approval is eventually secured. 

 

The solution: Herbie’s Law   

➔ The regulation of animal experimentation in Britain is fundamentally broken and 

the Government’s Replacing animals in science strategy is not ambitious enough to secure 

meaningful change (briefing here). While the recent funding announcement is a welcome step, 

legislation will be essential to drive real progress in replacing animal testing. 

➔  Herbie’s Law would enable a phase-out of animal experiments over the next decade, 

supporting scientists with the transition. A 2025 YouGov Poll found that 7 in 10 people in Britain 

would support a law of this kind13. 

➔ Please contact us to join the list of over 190 MPs and Peers who support Herbie’s Law, to 

arrange a meeting, or to discuss further opportunities to support the campaign.  

 

Contact details and further information 

➔ For more information or to arrange a short meeting, please contact Isobel Martin, our Public Affairs 

Director (isobel@animalfreeresearchuk.org; 07935 854 231) 
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