
 

 

  

 

Background  

➔ These statistics (see here) were published on 9 July 2026.  

➔ They provide details of the number of scientific ‘procedures’ performed on animals in Great 

Britain in 2025. 

➔ This includes both the number of experiments performed on animals, and the number of 

procedures that consisted of creating and breeding Genetically Altered (GA) animals. 

Key numbers 

➔ 2,537,507 scientific procedures involving living animals were carried out in Great Britain in 

2025. This represents a 4% decrease compared to 2024. 

➔ 1,317,531 procedures (52% of the total) were carried out for experimental purposes (8% 

decrease compared to 2024).  

➔ 1,219,976 procedures (48% of the total) were carried out for the creation and breeding of GA 

animals (1% increase compared to 2024).   

Procedures using ‘specially protected species’ 

➔ The number of procedures using specially protected species (cats, dogs, horses and monkeys) 

increased by 7% to 17,317 procedures. 

➔ 2,889 procedures used dogs (9% increase), 2,236 procedures used monkeys (15% increase), 

91 procedures used cats (11% increase), and 12,101 procedures used horses (5% increase).  

➔ 95% of cynomolgus monkeys used were born in Africa or Asia, so would have had to endure the 

stress caused by transportation.  

About the procedures 

➔ Of the experimental procedures, 712,699 procedures (54%) were carried out for the purpose 

of basic research. This is defined as research that ‘aims to expand our knowledge of the 

structure, functioning and behaviour of living organisms and the environment.’   

➔ 26% of procedures were for applied research (which attempts to address diseases through 

prevention and development of treatments) and 19% were for regulatory purposes. This 

challenges any assumption that most animal experiments are required by regulations.  

➔ 1.3% of experimental procedures were classified as severe (17,593 procedures).   

Examples of licensed experiments 

➔ The statistics include 93 procedures reported as the Forced Swim Test, on mice. This archaic 

test dates back to the late 1970s and involves placing mice or rats in a container of water from 

which they cannot escape. It has historically been used as a model of depression in humans, 

and to screen potential new antidepressant drugs. Scientific evidence now shows that the test 
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is neither a useful model of depression, nor a reliable tool for predicting whether new 

antidepressants will be safe and effective for human patients. 

➔ Further Home Office documents have shown that two licences were granted in 2025 for 

invasive brain research on monkeys. Both involve depriving the animals of food or water to 

induce them to perform tasks, and invasive surgery to implant restraining and recording 

devices. One of the projects involves the deliberate infliction of pain, using heat or electrical 

stimulation.i The other involves experimental sessions where animals perform tasks to earn 

juice as a reward, where in advanced stages all daily fluid must be earnt by completing tasks. 

Sessions typically last 5 hours, during which the animal is restrained and unable to move its 

head.ii Although the licences were granted in 2025, details of when the projects started are not 

made public, so we do not know whether they are included in these latest statistics.   

Human-specific methods that can replace the use of animals 

➔ Human-specific technologies such as artificial intelligence and organ-on-chips can replace the 

use of animals. Based directly on human biology, they offer the best chance of securing medical 

breakthroughs. Just one example took place at Animal Free Research UK’s Centre of 

Excellence at the University of Exeter. Using human cells, Professor Lorna Harries and her team 

discovered important insights into diabetes treatment and prevention. 

Strategic policy recommendations 

These latest figures add to mounting pressure on the Government to take more decisive action to 

deliver its manifesto commitment to work towards phasing out animal testing. Its Replacing animals in 

science strategy is not ambitious enough to secure meaningful change (briefing here). 

If the Government is truly committed to phasing out animal experiments, it must introduce Herbie’s 

Law without delay. Named after a rescued beagle, this would enable a phase-out of animal 

experiments over the next decade, supporting scientists with the transition. A 2025 YouGov Poll 

found that 7 in 10 people in Britain would support a law of this kind.iii 

How you can help: actions for parliamentarians  

➔ If you haven’t already, join the list of 190 MPs and peers who have supported our campaign for 

Herbie’s Law and urge the Government to introduce this without delay. 

➔ Ask Written or Oral Parliamentary Questions about the statistics or apply for a debate (we can 

assist with drafting and providing briefing materials). 

➔ Join the APPG on Phasing Out Animal Experiments in Medical Research. 

➔ Meet with us to discuss further opportunities to support our work. 

Contact details and further information  

➔ For more information and to arrange a meeting, please contact our Public Affairs Director, 

Isobel Martin: Isobel@animalfreeresearchuk.org or 07935 854 231 
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