
 

 

 

Irene Campbell MP 

Member of Parliament for North Ayrshire and Arran 

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 

Tel: 020 7219 2432  

Parliamentary Office: 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 

Email:  irene.campbell.mp@parliament.uk 

15th May 2026 
By email only 
 
Dear Minister,  
 
I am writing to you in my capacity as Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Phasing Out 
Animal Experiments in Medical Research, regarding your response to the debate on April 27. 
Firstly, I wanted to thank you for your support for the APPG on Phasing Out Animal Experiments in 
Medical Research. We look forward to working with the Government over the coming months to 
enable the transition to human-specific research and testing. 
 
I was also encouraged by your statement that the Government agrees with the principle of 
Herbie’s Law. I wanted to provide some further clarification and share a draft Bill based on 
Herbie’s Law that has been prepared by legal experts on behalf of Animal Free Research UK. As 
well as establishing a timeline for the longer-term transition, it incorporates measures from the 
Government’s Replacing Animals in Science strategy, such as facilitating training and international 
collaboration. It also enables immediate progress through provisions to end certain types of 
experiment, such as those on specially protected species, or those for which an alternative has 
been validated by any global regulator. Collaboration with the scientific community is a principle 
that sits at the heart of the Bill. 
 
While Herbie’s Law enables a phase-out of animal experiments over the next decade, this 
represents a goal rather than an immovable deadline. The Bill makes provision for the target year 
to be amended, should this become necessary (see Section 2). While I understand the importance 
of building in this flexibility, I believe that setting an intended timeline is critical to ensuring 
progress and driving further scientific innovation. The success of this approach has been clearly 
demonstrated, including in the ban on animal testing for cosmetics. Enshrining this target in law, 
albeit with capacity for adjustment, would provide permanence for the Government’s work to 
replace animal testing, and signal a clear commitment to the public. 
 
You will of course be aware of the strong, cross-party support expressed for Herbie’s Law during 
the debate. It has already been backed by over 180 MPs and peers, and this number is rising 
quickly. A YouGov poll found that 7 in 10 people in Britain would support a law of this kind. 
Introducing Herbie’s Law would enable the Government to deliver its manifesto commitment to 
work towards phasing out animal testing, and I urge you to do so without delay. 
I would be delighted to discuss these matters with you further, together with other Members of 
the APPG, or the expert scientists within our network. 
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Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
 

Irene Campbell MP 
Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Phasing Out Animal Experiments in Medical 
Research 


