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Dear Lord Vallance, Lord Hanson and Baroness Hayman, 
 
I am writing to you in my capacity as Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Phasing Out 
Animal Experiments in Medical Research, regarding the exposé that was published in the media on 
April 19. 
 
As the ministerial team leading the Government’s work on phasing out animal experiments, I 
wanted to draw your attention to critical issues raised by the exposé and recommend urgent 
actions to be taken in response. 
 
As you may know, the footage was filmed at British laboratories within the last three years. It 
shows routine toxicity tests on animals including dogs and non-human-primates. Procedures 
include forced inhalation and oral gavage. We see animals being forcibly restrained and crying out 
in pain. There is no doubt about the level of suffering they are experiencing. 
 
The footage does not show acts of lawbreaking, but rather standard procedures that are typically 
carried out under a ‘service’ licence. These give contract research organisations advance 
permission for the large-scale animal testing of unspecified substances on behalf of clients.  
 
Granting such licences seriously undermines the principle of the Harm Benefit Analysis that is 
central to ASPA (a concern raised extensively by the Animals in Science Committee’s October 2024 
report into non-human primates used in service licences). 
 
The appalling animal suffering shown in the footage highlights a need to accelerate efforts to 
phase out animal testing. While the Replacing Animals in Science Strategy is a welcome first step, 
we must go further and faster to accelerate this vital transition. I urge you to consider the 
following recommendations: 
 
1. End the practice of issuing ‘service’ licences for multiple generic projects Government must 
urgently move toxicity testing away from animal use and towards human-specific methods, with 
full transparency and scrutiny at every stage 
 
2. Enforce the legal duty to use non-animal methods by requiring expert scrutiny of all project 
licences  
Government should set up a function to enable all project licence applications under ASPA to be 
scrutinised by independent experts in non-animal methods 
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3. Host a global summit towards an international agreement to replace animal experiments 
Building on the welcome commitment to host an international meeting on alternative methods 
with regulators, the summit should seek to establish the foundations of an international 
agreement to replace animal experiments, addressing the global regulatory drivers of toxicity 
testing.  
 
4. Introduce Herbie’s Law as the long-term framework to replace animal testing 
 
This science-led, solutions focused Bill would enable a phase out of animal experiments over the 
next decade, with flexibility to adjust this timeline if necessary. Legal experts have prepared a draft 
of Herbie’s Law – titled the Human Specific Technologies Bill. This incorporates measures from the 
Government’s Replacing Animals in Science strategy and places them on a statutory footing. It also 
includes provisions to enable vital first steps, such as bringing an end to ‘generic’ licences and 
experiments and cats, dogs and non-human primates. 
 
Both myself and members of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Phasing Out Animal 
Experiments in Medical Research are keen to work with Government in realising our shared 
ambition to accelerate the phase-out of animal experiments and secure Britain’s position as a 
global leader in this field. We would be delighted to discuss this further and look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
 

Irene Campbell MP 
Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Phasing Out Animal Experiments in Medical 
Research 


