
DR HADWEN TRUST

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY



The Dr Hadwen Trust is the UK’s leading 
non-animal medical research charity and is 
a driving force in funding and promoting the 
development of techniques and procedures 
to replace the use of animals in biomedical 
research. 

Since 1971 the Dr Hadwen Trust 
has funded over 180 projects  
focused on replacing animal  
experiments and advancing  
human-relevant medical research.

 



Dear Friend,

No one wants to think about death but sadly, it eventually comes to us all. When that happens, we want to 
provide for the family and friends closest to us and naturally, they should always come first. 

In addition to helping your family and friends, you can also keep your memory alive and help prevent death 
and suffering to those without a voice by leaving a gift in your will to the Dr Hadwen Trust.

Writing a will need not be difficult, expensive or time-consuming, yet thousands of people die every year 
without having made one. Should you die without making a will your estate will be administered by the 
Public Trustee. The proceeds of sale will be distributed to your spouse and children; if none exist, then 
your estate will be distributed to your parents assuming they are still living. If they are not still living, a search 
thereafter is made for other family members, and should they not be found or in existence, then the 
proceeds of your estate will go to the State.

Making a will ensures your wishes are met and also gives you the opportunity to help causes that are 
important to you. It is our hope that you may consider remembering the Dr Hadwen Trust with a gift. 
Even after death, because of a legacy, you can continue to help fund cutting-edge research that will save 
animals from pain and suffering and help human health with more relevant science.

Whatever your circumstances, please consider making a will. The minimal investment of time, effort and 
cost it takes is a small price to pay for the peace of mind you will enjoy as a consequence.

To help you, we have put together this guide which answers some frequently asked questions about 
writing a will and leaving a legacy.  However, I still strongly recommend that you take advice from a solicitor 
who will be able to advise you on your own individual circumstances.

In the meantime, please feel free to contact us should you have any questions.

Thank you,

Kit Byatt, Chair of Trustees, Dr Hadwen Trust



Large or small, a gift in  
your will make a 

big 
difference to the  
Dr Hadwen Trust



What is a legacy?
A legacy is a gift of money, property or a valued possession that 

you leave to family, friends and the causes that are dear to you.

Why should I leave a legacy to the  
Dr Hadwen Trust?
Legacies are a crucial form of funding for an organisation like the 

Dr Hadwen Trust. Legacies represent future funds and enable the  

Dr Hadwen Trust to plan into the future to find new methods to replace 

the use of animals in experiments.

How will your legacy help the Dr Hadwen 
Trust?
You can help us realise our vision of a world where medical research 

helps prolong the lives of humans without the use of animal 

experiments. The Dr Hadwen Trust has already funded over 180 

projects to make this a reality and over 61% of the funding

has been possible because of legacy gifts.

We rely on donations to fund our work. We do not receive Government 

funding and that is why leaving a legacy to us is so vitally important.

By leaving a legacy you will be making a significant contribution to 

medical research, whilst at the same time ensuring that animals do not 

suffer needlessly. 

If every supporter left a legacy gift, we would be able to award many 

more grants and make our vision a reality faster than we can now. 

Whether your legacy gift is large or small, leaving something to us will 

make a difference.

Can I leave a legacy to fund a specific 
project?
Yes, it is possible for you to fund a specific project; however, if that 

project finishes prior to your death, we may have to forfeit your gift. 

As such, it may be better to state that you wish your gift to fund 

research into a particular disease or to make a general gift.

Are there any tax benefits in leaving a 
legacy?
When you die, everything you leave above the tax threshold (currently 

at £325,000) incurs an inheritance tax of 40%. However, if you leave a 

legacy to a charity such as the Dr Hadwen Trust, your gift will be tax 

free and those who leave 10% or more of their estate to charity will 

receive a 10% reduction in their overall inheritance tax bill.

A legacy left to the DHT will help save animals from the laboratory



INHERITANCE TAX CALCULATION
If your estate is valued at £450,000 and assuming that your estate does not pass to your spouse or charity 
(both of which are exempt from Inheritance Tax), your estate would be liable to pay tax on £125,000

Calculated as:

£450,000 less £325,000 (the exempt threshold for 2014/15) = £125,000

Inheritance Tax is charged at 40%

40% of £125,000 = £50,000 tax payable

However, if a legacy of £10,000 was given to a registered charity (which is exempt from Inheritance Tax), 
only £46,000 would be payable as tax

Calculated as: 

£450,000 less £325,000 less £10,000 (legacy exempt from tax) = £115,000

40% of £115,000 = £46,000 tax payable

40% of £125,000    =    £50,000

£450,000    -    £325,000    =    £125,000



What type of legacies are there?
There are three types of legacies: Residual, Pecuniary and Specific.

A Residual Legacy is all, or a percentage of, the remainder of your 

estate once other commitments have been met, e.g. bequests to your 

family, outstanding taxes, care costs, etc.

Example wording for your will: “I give [all/a percentage (state 

percentage)] of the residue of my estate absolutely to the Dr Hadwen 

Trust, Portmill House, Portmill Lane, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG5 1DJ, 

United Kingdom, registered charity in England and Wales (number 

1146896) and Scotland (number SC045327), to be applied by the  

Dr Hadwen Trust for its charitable purposes. I further direct that the 

receipt of any proper office of the Dr Hadwen Trust shall be sufficient 

discharge for the said legacy.”

A Pecuniary Legacy is a gift of a specific sum of money.

Example wording for your will: “I give the sum of £[enter amount] 

absolutely to the Dr Hadwen Trust, Portmill House, Portmill Lane, 

Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG5 1DJ, United Kingdom, registered charity 

in England and Wales (number 1146896) and Scotland (number 

SC045327), to be applied by the Dr Hadwen Trust for its charitable 

purposes. I further direct that the receipt of any proper office of the  

Dr Hadwen Trust shall be sufficient discharge for the said legacy.”

A Specific Legacy is the gift of specific items of value such as a 

property, jewellery or stocks and shares.

Example wording for your will: “I give [enter the item specified with 

a description, if required] absolutely to the Dr Hadwen Trust, Portmill 

House, Portmill Lane, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG5 1DJ, United 

Kingdom, registered charity in England and Wales (number 1146896) 

and Scotland (number SC045327), to be applied by the Dr Hadwen 

Trust for its charitable purposes. I further direct that the receipt of any 

proper office of the Dr Hadwen Trust shall be sufficient discharge for 

the said legacy.”

What types of legacy will benefit the 
Dr Hadwen Trust most?
Although any gift, large or small, will be valued by the Dr Hadwen Trust, 

by leaving a share of your estate (Residual) rather than a fixed sum of 

money (Pecuniary), you will protect your gift from losing value through 

inflation.

A legacy gift will help continue the work you supported in life



Legacies left to the Dr Hadwen Trust 
have funded NON-ANIMAL research 

into cancer, asthma, 
pain, kidney failure, rabies 
Alzheimer’s disease, 
Parkinson’s disease,  
brain cell imaging,  
and many more.



Legacy gifts, large or small, help the Dr Hadwen Trust to fund non-animal biomedical research

How do I make a will?
Consulting a solicitor is the best way to ensure your will is valid and 

legally binding. If you do not already have a solicitor, you can find 

one in your local telephone directory or by calling The Law Society 

on 020 7242 1222 or going online at www.lawsociety.org.uk.

Whether you choose to use a solicitor or not, here is a list of the steps 

you should follow:

• Assess your estate’s value. Make a list of all you own and their 

values and then subtract what you owe to give you the value of 

your estate. 

• Make a list of who you want to give something to.

• If you have pets, think about who will care for them.  The RSPCA 

run a Home for Life scheme (homeforlife.org.uk).

• Think about your funeral arrangements, and any wishes you may 

have regarding flowers or donations in your memory to a charity 

such as the Dr Hadwen Trust.

• If you have children, who will act as their guardian?

• List any questions. Our Legacy Team is available to answer any 

queries you might have in the strictest of confidence. Telephone 

01462 436819 or email info@drhadwentrust.org.

• If you are already a supporter of the Dr Hadwen Trust, and aged 

65 or over, then the Dr Hadwen Trust will pay the reasonable cost 

of you having your will professionally drafted. Such arrangements 

need to be agreed with the Dr Hadwen Trust before you instruct a 

solicitor.

• Choose your executor(s). An executor is someone who will ensure 

that your wishes are carried out after your death. The task may be 

time-consuming, so you should consult them first. You can name 

up to four executors, but many people name two executors. The 

Dr Hadwen Trust may be able to act as your executor and this 

service is provided free of charge.

• Decide what type of gifts you want to leave.

• Visit your solicitor who will discuss the specifics of your will prior 

to drafting it.

• Keep your will in a safe place.



Alan and Kathie Stross

A generous legacy left by dedicated supporters, 
Alan and Kathie Stross, will enable the Dr Hadwen 
Trust to work with Queen Mary University of London 
to develop a programme of research and teaching 
to drive forward animal replacement science.

The Alan and Kathie Stross Fellowships, named in 
their honour, will also help advance cutting-edge 
research that will replace the use of animals. 



The Dr Hadwen Trust supports scientists to implement existing techniques and develop 
new ones which are more human-relevant and will replace animal experiments

How can I leave a legacy to the Dr Hadwen Trust?
If you are writing a new will, simply give your solicitor our charity details as follows:

Name of Charity: Dr Hadwen Trust 

Address:  Suite 8, Portmill House

 Portmill Lane

 Hitchin

 Hertfordshire 

 SG5 1DJ

 United Kingdom

Registered Charity Number in England and Wales 1146896, Scotland SC045327

If you would like to add a charitable bequest to an existing will, you can complete a 

codicil, signed and dated by two witnesses and give it to your solicitor. A codicil is 

available from the Legacy Officer at the Dr Hadwen Trust (01462 436819) or on our 

website www.drhadwentrust.org.



Projects we have funded



A legacy can reduce the tax burden on your estate

When should I update or change my will?
Updates should reflect changes such as marriage, bereavement, 

divorce or the birth of children, grandchildren or those to whom you 

would wish to leave something.

You should also update or change your will when your financial 

situation or the value of your property and belongings changes 

significantly.

If you have left specific sums in your will, they may become worth 

significantly less over the years due to inflation, so you may wish to 

revise these occasionally.

If you are in doubt whether a particular change in family or personal 

circumstances necessitates a change, you should always seek legal 

advice.

How can I update or change my will?
If you wish to make major revisions to your will, it may be best for 

your solicitor to do it. If the changes are relatively simple, such as

the addition of a charitable bequest, you need only add a codicil, 

which is a legally binding document that details amendments to your 

will. A codicil form is available from the Dr Hadwen Trust Legacy Team 

on 01462 436819 and the Dr Hadwen Trust website.

How do I add a codicil for a bequest to the 
Dr Hadwen Trust?
To add a bequest to the Dr Hadwen Trust in your existing will, you can 

simply add a codicil. Make sure that you sign it before two witnesses, 

neither of whom stand to benefit from either your Will or from this 

codicil. Once completed, you should forward this document to your 

solicitor for checking. It should then be kept in a safe place, together 

with your will. A codicil form is available from the Dr Hadwen Trust 

website or the Legacy Team.



Approximately 4 million animals are used in medical 
research in the UK every year.

We need your help to make it stop.

Leaving a legacy gift to the Dr Hadwen Trust means 
you will be supporting innovative medical research 
that doesn’t harm animals.

Help us to fight cancer, diabetes,  
Alzheimer’s disease, and other 
devastating human conditions.

Our scientists conduct research that 
is human-relevant without devastating 
the lives of animals.



“When I no longer need my money, 
I want it to continue to do the 
same things that I would have 
done with it - were I still around.”

Jenny, DHT supporter

The Dr Hadwen Trust is a member of the Institute of Fundraising, 
and strives to adhere to codes of best practice. Please note 
that the contents of this legacy document are not intended to 
constitute legal advice, and potential legators should seek their 
own professional advice.



Together, we will save animals from experimentation

Registered charity in England and Wales (number 1146896) and Scotland (number SC045327)


